
NOVELTIES

By BESS LIVINGS

TTERE'S a chance to put your

woodworking lathe to work
in making up a number of attrac-

tive novelties for various practical

purposes. Painted in bright col-

ors, each one catches the eye as

something clever and unusual.

Flower girl: It's puzzling how
flowers will stay fresh in the hands
of the demure maiden shown in

Figs. 1 and 2, until one discovers

that her skirt conceals a tumbler
into which the flower stems ex-

tend. The skirt is shaped on the

faceplate from a solid block of
pine, first hollowing out the inside

to correspond with the shape given in Fig.

4, before turning the outside. The body is

spindle turned, flattened and hollowed to

receive the sleeve pieces, and finally dow-
eled to the skirt. The sleeves and arms are

held to the body with an elastic cord

threaded through holes made in the parts

as indicated, and knotted at the ends.

Frolicking-fish candlestick: Perched on
waves which form the bases, two plump
little fishes of the kind shown in Fig. 3 pro-
vide novel candle holders. The body of the

fish is turned 2% in. in diameter, after

which the tail is flattened to % in. thick.

Whittle the fins from ¥4 -in. stock and saw
the base from a block 2% in. wide. The fins

are glued in slots, and the fish is screwed
to the base.

Paper-weight duck: The abnormally
long neck of the squat little duck shown in

Fig. 7 is actually a pencil, while its body
serves as a paperweight. The detail in Fig.

7 shows how the body is cut after being
turned. Melted lead is used to weight the
body. The duck's head is drilled to fit

snugly on the upper end of the pencil as
in Fig. 5.
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Clown sewing kit: Hidden
away in the body of this com-
ical fellow, Fig. 6, are practi-

cally all the items needed for

mending. It is turned in one
piece, after which the head is

cut off below the ruff. Then
the body is bored lengthwise

for small spools of darning

cotton, needles and a thimble.

A cork pincushion is glued to

the bottom of the head.
Jack-of-all-trades: Pretzels,

doughnuts and cookies, or

jewelry, such as bracelets,
necklaces and rings, are but a
few of the many items that can
be displayed on the spindly
arms of the versatile chap
shown in Fig. 9. Wire from a

coat hanger may be used for

the arms and legs. Fig. 8 gives

dimensions of the body and
base. Wooden beads are used
for the hands and nose.

Mexican powder box: Con-
cealing a supply of face pow-
der in his rotund body and a

lipstick in his sombrero, the

colorful gentleman shown in

Fig. 10 will prove a favorite on
any dressing table. The lid

and box are turned separately

on the faceplate, turning out

the inside of each and rabbet-

ing the edges to fit together

snugly. Then the two pieces are

placed together and mounted



between lathe centers to shape the outside.

The lipstick forming the crown of the hat

should fit loosely in a hole at the top so

that it may be removed easily. Allow it to

project about Vz in. above the top. The
base is notched at the front and back to

simulate feet. The inside should be sanded
smoothly and shellacked.

Mexican table set: The Mexican couple

shown in Fig. 11, and the "jumbo" cactus

in Fig. 12 provide novel containers for salt,

pepper and sugar. The cactus is turned by
following the method described for the

powder box. It should be finished smooth-
ly on the inside. The handles are notched
around the edge and hollowed out in the

center to resemble flower blossoms. The
one at the top can be turned with the lid

and later carved, while those glued to the

sides are turned separately. Holes bored
lengthwise through the salt and pepper
shakers are tapered at the bottom to fit the
corks, after which a number of small holes

are drilled through the top to meet the
center opening.
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