
desk. The swinging; bracket, by means

of which the reflector is attached to the

post, permits movement of the light

so that it can be directed to any point.

The base requires a sardine can or

one of similar shape. The side that has

been opened should have remaining

metal carefully removed. This work

can be done with a rotating can opener

of the type that produces a clean cut.

[f the ordinary can opener is used the

rough metal should either be filed or

hammered smooth. Two small holes

large enough to take 1" No. 6 round

head screws should be punched or

drilled in the center of the can at loca

tions spaced yk" apart. Two more holes

Y%" in diameter should be made to take

the bail as shown in the drawing. These

holes should be placed no more than

y2" from the corners.

The shade is made of a tomato can.

The open end should be finished in the

same manner as was the can for the

base. The socket, which is to be fitted

into the closed end, will require the

cutting of a hole having the same

diameter as the shell of the socket. To

cut this hole, a gouge may be used. Al

though this use will dull the gouge, it
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can be put back into condition readily

by regrinding and resharpening. The

shell is attached to the can with solder

as indicated in the drawjng. The tin

bracket is made of a strip of metal 1"

wide and 4" long bent as shown in the

drawing. A J^" hole is drilled in

the bracket }i" from the lower end

to take the stove bolt. The bracket

is then soldered to the can.

The post is a piece of y4" x \%"

stock measuring 6" long. After a J4"

hole has been bored through the piece

y%" from one end, a saw cut is now

made in this end to a depth of lj^"

to take the bracket. The post is

mounted on the base with two wood

screws. A %6" x l%" stove bolt is

used to attach the bracket to the post.

Wire for the clamp is bent as shown.

The length of wire required will de

pend on the size of the can that was

used for the base. It should be of suf

ficient length to allow a space of %"

beyond the bottom of the can when

open for placement on the headboard

of a bed. After it has been bent to

shape the wire clamp is inserted in the

holes of the base.

The completed lamp should be given

a coat of flat paint and a final coat

of enamel in whatever shade is de

sired.—John L. Story.

HOT DISH MATS

MANY a high finish on a dining

room table has been ruined by hot

dishes. The appearance of cloudy white

spots is a fairly certain sign that ade

quate protection of the finish has been

neglected. To prevent further dis

coloration of valued tables the crafts

man should provide hot dish mats made

of materials that are poor conductors of

heat. Two such materials that are

practical for hot dish mats are celotex

and masonite. They are good insu

lating materials and are firm enough to

withstand prolonged use.

For complete protection it is ad

visable to make several mats varying

in size and shape to match the dishes.

Circular mats are practical for round

dishes; oval-shaped mats are more use

ful for platters. The material used for

the mats may be of any thickness from

/4" to J4". Oval mats will require

stock 6" wide and 9" long, while cir

cular mats can be made of stock 6"

square. The desired shape, either ovtl

or circular, is laid out on the stock, but

is not cut out until the scalloped edge

has been laid out. To do this it will

be necessarv to divide the circumference

into a number of equal parts. It will

be found far easier to mark off onf

quarter section at a time rather than

attempt to work the entire circum

ference as a single unit. The divisions

are marked with a pair of dividers.

Without impairing the value of a

plate mat an attractive design can be

pierced in the center area. For the

illustrated mat a pineapple design was

chosen because it is the symbol of hos

pitality. The pierced pineapple design

will require the laying out of a full-

size pattern. The use of graph squares

will simplify the work of reproducing

a full-size design from the accompany

ing drawing. The completed outline

is transferred to the stock.

The work of cutting the mat to

shape should be done on a jigsaw

equipped with a fine-toothed blade to

eliminate the need of excessive filing

or sandpapering to finish the edges.

The pierced design will require the

boring of a small hole somewhere with

in the area that is to be removed in

order to pass the jigsaw blade.

Completed mats may be left natural,

but if some sort of protective coat is

desired, an application of heat-resistant

varnish may be given. This type of

varnish is made with a bakelite base

and can be obtained at paint stores.
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